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10 THE 


* EADE R. 


Sheets, ſincerely: endeavours to 


„ fad. out and eftabliſh Truth, and 7s 
not conſcious of any fort of Prejudice 


or Byaſs; nor would willingly offend 
any Man living; therefore if in this 


Purſuit, and with this ſole View, it 
5 98 fees * * candid Reader, 
A that 
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that 2 Expreſſ Jons may be capable 
of an Interpretation. not confiftent 
with his profe ſs'd Dee Zu, 1 te utterly 
W claims fuch I Interpretation, and 
| defires they may be placed to the 
Score of U. mſeilfulneſs in Language, ; 

Tnaccuracy, Over fight, or any thing 
' rather than what he bas all along N 


intended to avoid. It is di cult 10 


propoſe Arguments with any FS 2 7 * 
or  Charneſs ( eſpecially if conciſe } 
1 without an Air of Pofitiveneſs. W, Bar- . 
ever therefore may have this. Ap- 
pedrance, he hopes will. ot be attri- 
| buted to Confidence, being himſelf 
rather di ffident, and truly defirous of 


Better [ 7 formation, which be is rea- 


dy . to receive with Deference and 


1. 


In "this e ad 2 
Air k Religion | * Profe Nd, 
Freedom of Debate is N en- 
5 couraged than: di ſeountenanced, every 
one is invited by it. moſt zealous 
Defenders, to propeſe bis Doubrs 
and Difficulties (with Decency and 
good Manners) as the beft Means to 
 eftabliſh the Truth; he has therefore 
kalen the Liberty alle d, and en- 
dlavour d to keep within the Limits TE 
 preſerib' d. This is indeed the very 
1 Foundation of Proteſtanti n, which 
can never ſuffer by it. For theſe 
N Reaſons he perſuades bimſelf,- that 
none will be fo weak, or ſo inconfþ, ent 7 
with their Principles (if Proteflants) 
as to charge him with Views he diſ- 
une, there being nothing be aims at 
n fo much as Truth, which 
every 
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every conſiſtent Protefta nt muſs. and 
will acknowledge to be the only Ba fis % 
of f his Rei The Author i is 's engag's 4 
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GENTLEMEN, 


Have read: Gln your Perfor- 
mances, with a ſincere Intention 
of ſubmitting to fair Evidence, 
BY and think your Arguments of 
N Weight, on Suppoſition of the Ge- 
nuineſs and Authenticity of the New Teſta- 
merit, and of the Truth of the Facts therein 
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Leiſure, are obliged to take for granted % 


much, as it appears you do; how much more 
muſt I, and the reſt of the Vulgar, wh hexe 


not theſe Advantages | ? 


War Proof vie we, or can we poſſibly. 


have, of Facts done, and Events faid to have 


happened ſo long ago, and in a Country ſo 


diſtant from our own? Not ordinary or pro- 
bable, but more extraordinary and improba- 
ble than were ever done, or ever came to paſs 
in any other Age or Country whatſoever, and 
which ſurely need a kind of Proof, in ſome 
meaſure proportionate to the Nature of em. 


» 


Ir is allowed by all reaſonable Writers for 


Chriſtianity, that the Evidences of it were 
much ſtronger near the Time and Place of its 
Promulgation ; but eſpecially within that Pe- 
riod diſtinguiſh'd by Miracles, the Gift of 
Tongues, apparent Effuſions of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, and other ſupernatural Concomitants. 
mY. preaching the Goſpel ; All which are now 
' ceaſed, Theſe were very firong | and (then). 


neceſſary Teſtimonials to, and Credentials of, | 


1 
the divine Miſſion of the Apoſtles and their 
Followers, ho were endowed with all theſe 
Powers by God bimſelf, as they profeſſed, in 
order to convince their Hearers of the Truth 
of the Goſpel, and particularly of the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, in whoſe Name _ 7 
_ preached, and perform'd all theſe Wonders, as 
the Scriptures teſtify, And are theſe now 
leſs neceflary ? inſtead of which, we have no- 
thing but mere human Teſtimony, or Hifto- 
rical Evidence, unaccompany'd with any kind 
of Miracle, or any Token of divine Concur- 
= rence, notwithſtanding theſe ſeem to be pro- 
miſed to attend the Preachers or preaching of 
E the Goſpel, even to the End of the World, 
As apparently neceſſary for the Conviction of 
Mankind. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Go teach alt 
| Nations, &c And lo, I am with you always : 
even unto the End of the World. Mark xv. 5. 
And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the World, 
and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. Ver. 17. 
- And theſe Signs ſhall follow them that believe, 1 
In my Name they ſhall caſt out Devils, tber 
ſoall ſpeak with new Tongues, they ſhall take 
up Serpents, and if they drink any deadly Thing 
it ſhall not hurt them; they ſpall lay Hands on the 
hy 2 OD. Sick, 
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[4] _ 
Sick, and they ſpall recover. Ver.. 20. And they 
went forth and preached every where, the Lord 


working with ns: "4 and confirming the Word 
with * following | 


I vo not TRY the leaſt Hint in hs 


| Scriptures, that theſe ſhould ceaſe at a certain 


(or at any) Time ; but there is all imagina- 


ble Reaſon to believe, that the Chriſtians of 
that Age expected the Continuation of em 
| * End of the World. 


| Onacues are alſo long ſince ceaſed, and why? 


it is generally ſaid, becauſe People ceaſed 


to believe em. The ſame Reaſon. i is given 
why we have no more Witches in England, 
and may not Scepticks alſo inſinuate this to be 
the Reaſon why Miracles ceaſed at the Time 


they did (in or about the fourth Century, as 


ſay the Proteſtants generally, but Dr. Middle- 


ton indeed, ſuppoſes the Power of working 
them confined to the Apoſtolick Age.) Chriſt 
_ himſelf frequently ſaid he could do no mighty 


Works in ſuch or ſuch a Place, becauſe of 
the Unbclief of the People. 


* 
4 q 


"hs 


= 


[ #1] 1 


' On the Cieriry; where Credulity Kill 
ſubſiſts (as among Roman Catbolicts) there the 
Power of working Miracles remains, at leaſt 


that Church em fo, and the ** be- 


lieve i it, 


Tas Doctor above-mentioned, in his in- 


troductory Diſcourſe, page 6. has the fol- 


a low-ing Paſſag “ This Claim of a mi- 


the Church of Rome) was univerſally aſſert- 


ed and believed in all Chriſtian Countries, | 


and in all Ages of the Church till the 


Time of the Reformation. For Eccleſi- 


. e aſtical Hiſtory makes no Difference be- 
A tween one Age and another, but carries on | 
the Succeſſion of its Miracles, as of all 


. * other common Events, through all of 
(60 


cc 


of the Pythian Oracle, may as truly be ſaid 


of the Popiſh Miracles; when Men began 


* to be leſs credulous, their Power vaniſhed; 
* for that Spirit of Enquiry with which 
1825 B 3 » Chriſtendom 


raculous Power (which is now peculiar to 


them indifferently, to that memorable Pe- 
„ riod. But the Light of the Reformation 
_ © difpelled the Charm; and what Cicero ſays 
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from this Pretence.—The Fraud was there- 
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E Chriſtendom was then animate, detected 


<< the Cheat.“ — Was it better or worſe 
for Mankind that the Cheat was detected? 


The Doctor ſeems to ſuppoſe it better; in 


which, I dare ſay, the Author of the Obſer- 
ſervations, would agree with him, notwith- 


ſtanding he owns, p. 29, 30. That ſome good 
Men in the Heathen World had pretended 
© to divine Reyelations, and introduced or 


** ſupported Religions they knew to be falſe, 


under a Notion of publick Utility; but be- 
<< ſides that this Practice was built upon Maxims 


* diſclaimed by the Fews, (who looking up- 
« on Truth, not Utility, to be the Baſis of 


their Religion, abhorred all ſuch Frauds, 
and thought them injurious to the Ho- 


ol 


.. 


nour of God) the Circumſtances they acted 
* in were very different from thoſe of St. 
% Paul. The firſt Reformers of ſavage, 


* uncivilized Nations, had no other Way to 


4 


5 


tame thoſe barbarous People, and bring 


<* them to ſubmit to Order and Government, 


but by the Reverence which they acquired 


e fore. alike beneficial to the Deceiver and 
PDeceived. And i in all other Inſtances which 
| cc can 


07) 
es. can be given of good Men acting this Part, 
they not only did it to ſerve good Ends, 
4 but were ſeeure of its doing no Harm.” 
Thus when Zycu#gus perſuaded the Spartans, 
« or Numa the Romans, that the Laws of the = 
<< one were inſpired by Apollo, or thoſe of the 
other by Egeria, when they taught their 
% People to put great Faith in Oracles, or in 
* Augury, no temporal Miſchief either to 
„them or to their — could attend the 
10 ee of that — . 


3 -Þ * not e put any Conftruftion | 
upon the Author's Words which they do not 


| naturally bear, nor even that, if he does not 


intend and avow it, having the higheſt E- 
ſteem for his Character and Abilities; and am 
rather inclined to ſuſpect my own Reaſoning, 
when I appear to oppoſe his N than 
fond of fuch ax ee 


Bor RO the Apes - * Some good 
« Men in the Heathen World had pretend 
ed to divine Revelations, Qc. and the firſt | 

<5. Reformers of ſavage, uncivilized Nations 


0 n Way to tame thoſe barbarous 
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« People, 7 and bring them to Order and Go- 


* vernment, but by the Reverence which 
they acquired from this Pretence. The 


*© Fraud was beneficial to the Deceiver and De- 


ceived. ——they did it to ſerve good Ends— 


<* were ſecure of its doing no Harm, Sc.“ By 


theſe Expreſſions it ſeems as if this Conduct 


in theſe good Men was not only juſtified, but 


commended; hence I fear it will follow, that 
Deceit may be in ſome Inſtances, a better 


Mean than Veracity, Falſhood than Truth, 
to govern Mankind by; and is not this op- 


Poſing the Nature of Things, and the Order 
eſtabliſned in the World by God, as if we 
were wiſer than He? Surely. if divine Reve- 
lations had been neceſſary or expedient in 
thoſe Inſtances, theſe Lawgivers would have 


been favoured with them, and not have been ; 
left to form Syſtems that had- no Foundation 


in Truth, as if Truth and Good were jncon- 


ſiſtent. Is it not a Reflection on Provi- 


-dence to ſuppoſe Things are not right, are 
| Hot beſt, as diſpoſed and ordered by infinite 
Wiſdom ? - Beſides, does not this Conceſſion 


weaken the 'F oundation of the Maſaic and 
Kae nne. 7 F. Yor, according to the 
en 


191 
Quotation above, theſe alſo might have been 
expedient tho falſe, and wiſely contrived to 
e govern Mankind, who could not be ſo well | 
| © managed otherwiſe, as by the .Reverence 


d acquired to the Authors of them from 5 
9 this Pretence.” - | od 03 21775 


N o the _ contrary, I cannot perſuade my- 
ſelf that any Revelations were neceſſary or ex- 
pedient but the Moſaic and Chriſtian, becauſe 
no others were thought ſo by the Governor of 
the World, elſe he would have undoubtedly 
given others; and if real Revelations were 
not neceſſary or expedient, then it could not 
be neceſſary or expedient to feign any, in or- 
der to tame barbarous People, &c. Not to inſiſt | 
that untamed and barbarous People are gene- 
” rally better than the moſt civilized and po- 
| liſhed; notwithſtanding the advantageous I- 
| deas annexed to the Sound of the latter 


Words, and the dreadful ones annexed to the = 


former. Were not, for Inſtance, the Ame- 
ricans a much better as well as happier 

People, before the civilized and poliſhed. Eu- 
ropeans undertook to tame and: civilize them? 


As 


l 


ele —_— 
to be the End of all Government,” a wiſe and 
good Man, having this and nothing eſe in 


View, would not, I am perſuaded; find it diffi- 
cult to convince any People of his good In- 


tentions (eſpecially Barbarous, who had not 
yet been civilized into a | Suſpicion of 
Governors) even without pretending to any 


| Revelation, which I cannot think A Gn | 
mn to Government. 


No * oh fall a. of ancher 


Life of Rewards and a nme u K 5 


that this diſtant Confideration a5. ir is too I” 


N the Bulk of. those do believe it, in Com 
riſon of nearer Objects, which ſtrike the Ima- 
 gination much more ſtrongly, and cauſe them | 


to act - againſt Conſcience and their better 
Judgment; of which innumerable Inſtances 
might be alledged from the higheſt to the 
loweſt Ranks; among many others, hom 
much too common a Caſe is it, for young 
Ws Women 


1114 
Women aſter having committed one Crime. 
in order to conceal their Shame, to add that 
of Murther, than which there cannot be a 
ſtronger Inſtance that preſent, near Motives, 
operate more forcibly than thoſe of another 
Life, yet perhaps not one of theſe unhappy | 
Creatures have the leaſt Doubt of the Hei- 
nouſneſs of the Sin, nor of the Riſque they 
tun on that Account. I chuſe this as a Caſe 
in Point, and the rather becauſe here it can- 
not be alledged either on the one Hand, that 
the Offender has been before hardened by a 
long Courſe of Iniquity, or on the other, that 
the wicked Action is the immediate Effect of 
a a ſudden Tranſport of Paſſion. How many 
| Inſtances might be produced to ſhew,' that 
Mankind are almoſt univerſally influenced and 
governed by preſent, or near and temporal 
Moti ves? But it would be endleſs, and muſt 
be needleſs, becauſe they will occur to every 8 
one * reflects on what paſts 1 in the World. Y 


"On the contrary, e very few are pro- | 
perly influenced by what they not only pre- 
tend to believe, but really do believe of ano- 
ther State? This has in general ſo little Effect, 
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that thoſe who appear more in earneſt, are too 


often ridiculed as Enthuſiaſts and Superſtiti- 


ous, even by thoſe of the ſame Faith. 


, | e 
% ES» - 


f I micnur mention for Inftance, the Fol- 
lowers of Whitfield and Weſtley, in this Age, a- 


mong whom I doubt not, are many truly pious 
Chriſtians, much more like the primitive, than 
ſome of their Brethren of the ſame Church of 


England who ſcoff at them. There are many 


others, whoſe Lives are anſwerable to their Pro- 
feſſions, but not very many, compared with ſuch 
on whom theſe Conſiderations ſeem to have little 
or no Effect. However, all theſe would ſub- 


mit to a good. Government that ſhould tole- 
rate them, and the reſt appear to regulate | 
their Actions by temporal Regards, ſo far at 
leaſt, that good Laws would, in all Probabi- 


 lity, anſwer the Ends of Government, with- 

out the Sanction of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, where Revelation is wanting; ſo 
that I ſuppoſe it not neceſſary in ſuch a Caſe, 


tor a Lawgiver who knows of none, to im- 
Poſe a Syſtem of his own Invention for one; 8 
and for this additional Reaſon, becauſe what- 

ſoever is falſe in its Foundation, may poſſibly 
1 04 8 be 


PPP 
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be diſcover'd to be ſo, and when diſcover d, 
would injure the beſt Syſtem in the World 
built upon it. As Mr. Locte ſomewhere ſays, 
 « Truth never ſuffers more than when built 


« on, or mixed with Falſhood.”” Thus if good 


Men had never thought themſelves at Liberty | 

to diſpenſe with Truth on any Pretext whatſo- 

ever, as there would have been no counterfeit 
Revelations by their Means, ſo the true would 
be received wa leſs pa or ee 


I conczive that in the ſame Propention 
as Falſhood is Juſtified | and countenanced, fe 


; Truth is hurt. 


Surrosx 1 one of theſe good Men, who 
had already eſtabliſhed a Syſtem of his own, 
for a divine Revelation, ſhou'd afterwards 
+ come to the Knowledge of the true, whe- 
ther Meſaic or Chriſtian (allow me to imagine 
one or other poſſible for Argument's Sake, 
ſince the Moſaic did ſubſiſt in the Times re- 
ferr'd to, and the ſame plauſible Pretence 
might ſomewhere produce a feign'd Reve- 


lation after the Chriſtian Ara) * this Caſe, 


ought he t to maintain his own, in oppoſition: 
to 


—— 


—— — 
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— 0 Oh ou ny" 5, ng 

a F 7 RE V = N * 5 

r 0 


| to the true? or ought he not rather to endea- 
vour the Eſtabliſhment of the latter, tho* at 
the Expence of the former, and of his own 


would be obliged to ſay, That what he had 
already proved (ſufficiently at leaſt. to gain 


he had a truly divine Revelation to propoſe. 
all forged, tho* they had been effectual, and 
then produce new and real Vouchers for the 
truly divine Revelation; in which Purpoſe, if 


do no more than he had done before in 
ſupport of a Forgery ; fo that Truth and 


Ends, than which nothing can be more in- 
i jurious to Truth. 
dur Saviour and his Diſciples, and particular 


and ſtronger Evidence of them, than can be 
offered to any Age, or Country diſtant from 


to * for ſupernatural Means of Convic- 


[14] 


Veracity ? With how ill a Grace ſoever he 


Belief ) was nevertheleſs falſe ; and that now 


He muſt ſhew that his former Proofs were 


he ſucceeded and obtained Aſſent, he would 


Falſhood are ſuppoſed to anſwer the ſame 


1 St. Pau! diſbelieved all the Miracles of 


ly the Reſurrection, who had ſo much nearer 


the Scene of Action, is it now unreaſonable 


. 
- 


tion ? 


1253 5 
tion ? For we may fairly conclude, that nothing 
leſs than ſuch Revelation immediately and 
perſonally to himſelf, clear from all Poſſibility, 
of Doubt, could have overcome his Unbelief, 
and ſuch would overcome wy one's. 


r 
ments, or what Means you would make uſe 


of to convince and convert the Inhabitants of 


Madagaſcar, or of Africa, or of any other 


Country where the — was cds heard 


of? 


Fieſas Chriſt was born of a Virgin, by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, without the Con- 
currence of a Man? That, being ſent into the 
World by God to teach a refined Morality, 
and a general Reſurrection to Rewards and 
Puniſhments in another Life, in order to 
prove his divine Miſſion, he wrought many 
great and wonderful Miracles, even raiſed the 


| Dead, &c. that he ſuffered Death himſelf as 


a Propitiation for the Sins of the World, and 

that he was raiſed again on the third Day, 
according to his own Prediction, and that he 
„„ .. 


* 
2 * 
4 - 


[ 16 1 
did foretell it, and remained forty Days on 
Earth; chat he was then taken up into Hea- 
ven in dhe Sicht 'of his Diſciples, to whom 
| he afterwards ſent the Holy Ghoſt, as he had | 
promiſed, and enabled them to Lark Mira- 
cles, to ſpeak with Tongues, Sc. I ſay, how 
convince them of the Truth of theſe Things, 
without working ſuch Miracles as you will 
| be obliged to tell them were wrought, in or- 
der to Wy | this ins; my to we who firſt 
received 1 * . N 


; c JOE 
: 
- 


Ir will be neceſſary alſo to go back to the | 
Old Teſtament, and explain in ſome conſiſt- 
ent Manner the F ormation of the firſt Man, 
of the Woman in particular, their Fall, that 
their Poſterity were ſome how invglved in. 
the Guilt, and liable to Puniſhment or Miſe- 
ry on that Score, being deprived of Immor- 
tality and ſubje& to eternal Death, that is to 
fay, the Doctrine of Original Sin, with its 
Conſequences, As in Adam all died, „ in Chriſt 
ſhall all be made alive. That he was (1 in ſome 


Manner or other) to reſtore Mankind to what 


was forfeited by Adam? The Satisfaction of 
Chrift is repreſented in the New Teſtament, 


51 

2s neceſſary to Pardon and Acceptance with 
God, which muſt alſo be inſiſted on, or ſome 
different Turn muſt be siven to thoſe Texts 
that ſeem to propoſe it as neceſſary. Now 
may they not probably object that Satisfaction, 
if adequate; leaves no Room for Mercy; and 
if not adequate, then it muſt be ſuppoſed 
partial; and if ſo, appears not to be neceſ- 
ſary at all. Nor does it ſeem in the leaſt de- 
rogatory to the Honour of God, or inconſiſt- 
ent with his Attributes (even with his J uſtice) 

to pardon. penitent Offenders without any *- 


2 tisfaction, but exalts his Mercy, which they will 


find our Scripture ſays, He bas exalted: above 
all bis Name. For though Juſtice requires, 


that every Being ſhou'd render to others what 


is owing from that Being, it does not ſurely 
_ oblige him rigorouſly to demand what is o- - 
ing to himſelf from others. No one is the 
leſs juſt for remitting his own Due; therefore © 
the ſame Scripture ſays in another Place, He 
is faithful aud juſt to forgive us our Sins (i. e.) 


if we confeſs and repent : becauſe he has pro 


miſed ſo to do, for Juſtice or Faithfulneſs 
requires he ſhould keep his Promiſe. 
BY Doe ou 24 2/45 oy 
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ſtrained, but a plain conſiſtent Senſe acknow- 


4 101 


TRET rinity explained in any manner, whe- 
ther in the Orthodox, or Arian Senſe, or any 


other, ſo. as to be intelligible and conſiſtent. 
_ without: putting a Force on, thoſe Paſſages 


of Scripture cammooly referr'd to, foe # * 


of it. 


8 2 and Reprobation muſt be main- | 
tained if that Side be taken, or explained a- 


way if the other Side be preferr'd: In theſe 


Caſes the Scriptures ſhould not be wreſted or 


This can do no Hurt to Truth, 
which I I ſuppoſe to be the only thing contend- 


ed for; and therefore if any Doctrine there 
taught, plainly contradicts our natural No- 
tions, it ſhould be. honeſtly given up as in- 
terpolated, or falſely tranliated, or at laſt. not 
e 


{ . my Queſtion 1 By what 


them of the Truth of theſe Things, and the 
reſt that . W and eſpe- 
cially | 


a 19 1 
dially without the Power of working Miracles 
(and among others that of Tongues, which 
was given expreſsly for the Purpoſe) or could 
you depend upon having theſe Powers at - 
tending your Miniſtry on ſuch an Occaſion t 

: Which you certainly ought to do, and might 
confidently put it to the Hazard, if the Rea- 
ſon commonly given for the ceaſing of Mi- 
| racles be the true one, viz. that they became 
unneceſſary to Nations already converted to 
Chriſtianity, though they were e o 
” any as had not mel received it. 


0 1 * 
% «5 — * 0 


A 1 biflive: it to be the ail Notion 
of Mankind, that Miracles are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to prove and eſtabliſh any Revela- 
tion from God. Thoſe to whom Chriſt preach- 
ed the Goſpel,” demanded that Proof of his 
divine Miſſion : * Matt: xii. 38. The Seribes and 

Phariſees ſay to him, Maſter, we would ſee 4 
 Sign—Chap. xvi. 1. The Phariſees and Sadducees 
defired that be would ſhew a Sign from Heaven. 
St. John ii. 18. The Jews ſaid unto Bim, what 
Sign ſheweſt thou unto us? ſeeing that ou doſt 
Fheſe Things. All plainly intimating the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch a Voucher to the Authority 
CEZO. C2 4 be - 


[20] 
he e to; and Ver. 23. May bekeved. 
in his Name, «when they ſaw: the Miracles which 
be did. Chap. v. 36. But I have greater Witneſs 
than that of John; for-the Works which the 
Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame Works 
that I do, bear Witneſs of me that the Father 
| hath ſent we. Chap. vi. 14. Then thoſe Men, 
_ when they had ſeen the Miracle that Jeſus did; 
| ſaid, This is of a Truth that Prophet, that 
ſpould come into the World. —Ver. 29, 30. Jeſus 
ſaid unto. them, This is the Work of God, that je 
believe on bim whom he hath ſent-—They ſaid 
I therefore unto bim, What Sign ſbeweſt, thou then, 
that we may ſee and believe thee ? what doſt 
thou work ?—Ver. 24. If thou be the Chriſt, 
tell us plainly. —Ver. 2 5, Jeſus anſwered, I told 
you, and ye believe not ; the Works that I do in 
my Father's Name, they bear Witneſs of me 


Ver. 37. V I do not the Works of my Father, 7 
believe me not. —Ver. 38. But if I do, though 
de believe not ne, Believe the 77 orks. In Con- 
: ſequence of which, it is added, ver. 4. * jo 
mam bilieved on bin there. 1 


2 by which it Fins appears, both 
that the People to whom, and the Perſon by 
whom 


ea 
whom this new Revelation was propoſed, 
were agreed, that the Power of working 
Miracles was a neceſſary and proper Means to 
| convince Mankind of its divine Ori _ 


1 HE [nights are ſaid to de inſ pired 
Writers z now though it is not agreed how | 
far this Inſpiration might influence, whether 
to the very Diction, or minuteſt Expreſſion ; 


pyet the leaſt Degree of it muſt be ſuppoſed 


ſufficient to guard againſt any groſs Errors, : 
and particularly to ſecure them from relating 
falſe Facts, or recounting Miracles that 
were not wrought ; ; and this muſt be inſiſt- 
ed on, even by ſuch as give up the Inſpira- 
tion (if there are any ſuch) and who may 
ſuppoſe only that they wrote (as faithful Hiſ- 


torians) the Things they were Eye-witnefſes 


of, or had ſuch Teſtimony for, as left them 
no Room to doubt the Truth of; or as St. 
Luke ſays, The Things that were moſt ſurely 
believed among them as they delivered them, who 


rom the Beginning were Eye-witneſſes. So that 


all Chriſtians muſt agree, that whatſoever is 
related, eſpecially as miraculous, is undoubt- 
TOP" "ww ; for if any one Miracle there re- 

en .c 3 corded 


114 [6 22 ] 

1 | corded be diſproved, all the reſt havs- no 
4 U better Authority or Evidence, and ſo the 
bY - whole muſt ſtand or fall together. 


$58 
4 «1! ] . © 4 * 
en 5 s 5 
" 


. IsurposE no Believers will put the Truth 
1 of Chriſtianity upon ſo doubtful an Iflue, as to 
allow that ſome, or any one of the Miracles 

related in the Goſpels may be falſe, and reſt 
4D only on the Truth of others for its Support; 
becauſe they have the ſame Teſtimony for 
what is rejected, as for what is retained and 

t;eved, and becauſe they have no Criterion 
to ain between em. 


II i be ah hai this however may be 
| the Caſe, viz. That ſome may be true, and 
= - theſe the greateſt recorded, though others 
| may not be ſo; and that it is not uncom- 

mon for thoſe who very juſtly eſteem Per- 

ſons of ſuperior Talents to aſcribe to em 

Things they never ſaid or did, upon Hear- 

gay(in which they may ſometimes be miſtaken) 
from the great Probability of their being true, 

ll | on this general Foundation, that they have 
[| = 3 known others equal, or or greater ſaid or done 
1 Ard the ſame — and that therefore the 
_ Falfity | 
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„ -- 
Falſity of ſome, does not neceſſarily imply the 


Falſity of all, as no ane doubts but my Lord 
—has ſaid many witty Things, tho* ſome that 


de aſcribed to him, were never ſaid by him. 


WHOEVER ſhall ſuggeſt any thing of this | 
Nature, muſt firſt give up Inſpiration in every 


Degree, and muſt then ſhew us ſome Mark 
or Rule to diſtinguiſh the Genuine from the 


| Spurious, or ſome more authentic Evidence 
for thoſe retained than for thoſe rejected, which 
1 ͤpreſume cannot be done; and then to make 
_ . © the Caſes parallel, it muſt be proved that the 
Things ſaid to be done were actually done by 
ſome Perſon or other, as the Things aſcribed o 


that noble Lord were ſaid RY ſorne Body. 


| ProviDpner muſt be ſuppoſed ſo far cone 5 
cerned as to preſerve the Evidence ſome how- 
or other clear of ſuch Uncertuinties, to * of 55 


2 whom F ach is N 


N a as one of you Gentlemen, Jus 
thought the Converſion of St. Paul alone ſuf- 
| ficient to eſtabliſh the Belief of Chriſtianity 


on, taking i in all its Circumſtances, with the 
Arguments which may be drawn from it, 
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4 
and has thence concluded ,the Whole to be a 


divine Revelation: So it will be permitted 


to examine any part of that Whole, to ſee 


whether the Concluſion be juſt, or whether it 


it "98 not too 3 


- Sand the miraculous Conception 1 the 
Virgin Mary, which is atteſted by St. Mathew 
and St. . be mentioned with that Wr. | 


Hung is is an a Funk 1 Book, ſaid to be 3 5 


from Greek, and which was originally wrote in 
| Greek or Hebrew, about 1700 Years ago (as 


ſuppoſed) by Matthew, a Diſciple of Jeſus, 


and another from Greek, wrote by Luke ; 
5 theſe afſure us that TY was born of a Virgin, 


I raxz it, har 3 that the Trantlation 


is generally faithful, and therefore for the Sake | 


of the Argument, will ſuppoſe all original, and 


x univerſally underſtood. Our Purpoſe is that 
of converting Heathens, to whom this Hiſtory 
is to be offered and proved, and whoſe Objec- 


tions are to be anſwered, as they ariſe. Theſe 

may be probably ſuppoſed ſuch as follow. It 

will 11 oak tothem on reading theſe Books, that 
W 


— 


—y 
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| [25] | 

the Evangeliſts don't pretend to be inſpired, as 
the Prophets in the Old Teſtament never fail 
to do. And that Lake particularly mentions the 
Occaſion of his Writing, by which it ſhould 
ſeem he was not. Now the Account of it (if 
not by particular Revelation to each of them 
ſeverally) they will ſay theſe Writers can only 


have from herſelf or Toſeph, or others OC 
1 from them. 9 oh 


Ass for Joſeph, he finding her with Child 
(not by himſelf) who as yet was only be- 
- trothed, had intended to divorce her for A- 

dultery, from which he is prevented by an 

Angel, who appeared to him in a Dream, and 
told him that ſhe was with Child by the 
| nou Ghote, 


3 this to be the Caſe, i it 1 8 
able to believe, that ſhe muſt have acquaint- 
ed her Huſband with it, in order to ſatisfy 
him; which they will ſay might ny” oC- 
caſion his Dream. 


Ar is 3 Nui; that ever any Woman 
before or ſince, from the Beginning of the 
World, had a Child but! in the ordinary, na- 
* 5 Tas 
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1 HIS 8 8 is wholly 0 o- 
mitted by Mark and John, the two other E- 
vangeliſts; but Luke Chap. i.—27. recounts 
5 the Particulars of the Viſitation, of Mary by 
an Angel. Ver. 34. Mary ſaid to the Angel, 
how ſhall this be, ſeeing I know not a Man? He 
anſwered, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, 

and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall over-ſhadow 
thee; therefore alſo that Holy Thing which ſhall 
be born " *. * be called the Son f God. 


1 this wolt 1 come fm herſelf 1 5 
boy the Converſation is between her and be 
Angel WL 


Cn TR 1 Vis 45. 30 the End Haw 
bis Parents went up to Feruſalem, &c.— Aud 
bis Mother ſaid unto him Son, why haſt thou 
thus dealt witb us? Bebold, thy Father and I 
have fought thee forrowing— And be went down 
with them and came to Nazareth, and was ſub- 
9 unto them. 5 
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0 1 Une this J ofeph's Son, &c.—80 
that among the People he paſſed for Foſeph's 
Son, and thereby Mary's Character was not 


—ͤ—M— —— ——ẽ⁴ʒ4 — — — —ü— —— — - 


| Fs | 
called in Queſtion with them, and for has 
Huſband and near Relations, they were ac- 
quainted with the Fact as related by herſelf. 


5 Ou Suppoſition that this Account be true, 
can it poſſibly be proved to them without 
immediate Revelmon?. 7755 


er if he mas not the Son of Foſeph, then 

how was he deſcended from David? and fo 
the Maſias promiſed ? for both the Genealo- 

gies are traced either to Foſeph downwards, or 

from him upwards—and not to or from Mary, 
1 whoſe Line not one Word is ſaid.” Fr. 


Ae on the __ Hand, if he was wade | 


5 Son of Joſeph, —(Fobn i i. 45. We have 


found bim of whom Moſes in the Law, and 
.. the Prophets did write, Jeſus f Nazareth, the 
Son of Joſeph,) then he might be deſcended 
from David, tho? not a divine Perſon by Ge- 
neration at leaſt. —— But then again, What 
Credit can be given to any of the Miracles re- 
corded by theſe two Evangeliſts ? For none 
of them all are more er related and in- 


5 liked on than this, 
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Tuus far our Heathen is ſuppoſed to 1 | 
ject; and perhaps it may be no difficult Taſk 


to remove his Scruples, and to give them a 


clear and latisfaGory Solution. 25 


Ir he ſhould enquire more narrowly into 
theſe Writings, and the manner of their Con- 
veyance to us, he wou'd be informed by 


ſome Chriſtians, that this Account is ſuſpected 

to have been interpolated, and that the two 
firſt Chapters of Matthew were not original- 

ly in his Goſpel, but added long after it was 
_ . Publiſhed to the World, which has been ſaid 


by ſome Authors. Luke however is receiv*d : 


zs authentic. So that if Matthew be rejected, : 
1. e. this Account i in him, the Difficulty ſeill 


remains in Luke, whoſe entire Goſpel muſt = 


| Rand or fall with it, becauſe the other Mira- 
cles have no better Authority than this ; and 
r cherefore deſerve no more Credit on 1 the ſame by 
oy 


; ? 


Ty there never © had een any Diſpute FEY : 
| Matthew's Goſpel, the Argument againſt the 
whole would be the ſtronger ; becauſe in that 


5 n this Account would have half the Evi- 
„ dence 


[29] | 
dence of the beſt-atteſted Miracles, that Is, 
would have the full Teſtimony of two of the - 
four Evangeliſts. Whereas, if Matthew's E- 
vidence be given up, or doubted, it will have 
the Teſtimony of one only undoubted ; and if 

his could be fairly given up too, then other 
Miracles better atteſted by all four, would be 

_ the leſs affected; but if this be retained on the 
ſame Evidence as the reſt, ny molt al _ 
or * with it,” N 


5 b if ha ita two Cielo come down 
to us by the ſame kind of Conveyance, how 5 
; et muſt be the Proof of any of them ? 


+ 


- Ir is fag, ties have all paſſed bath the 
Hands of thoſe who had it in their Power to 
preſerve or deſtroy what they pleaſed that ſe- 
veral Councils have from Time to Time taken 
ſuch Liberties, and the different Sentiment 
and Intereſts of Orthodox and Hereticks, 
Aibangſians and Arrians, Fews, and the Fol- 
lowers of Simon Magus, &c. have occaſioned 

great Corruptions in theſe which we have, 
beſides the Deſtruction of others; as alſo == 
the Works of the Adverſaries to Chriſtianity, 
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great Light, and perhaps have aſcertained 
many of thoſe Things which are now doubt- 


ful. 


:- FTP above F acts are acknowledged by the 


moſt learned and eandid Chriſtians, particu- 


lafly by Mr. Whifton and others, who have 
ſpent great Part of their Lives in theſe En - 
quiries.— And therefore it does not ſeem true, 


that we have this Hiſtory conveyed to us under 
equal Advantages with other ancient ones, 
| which have only ſuffered - what mere T. ran- 5 
ſcription, and honeſt Tranſlation without Biaſs, 
may have occaſioned; whereas it is confeſſed, 


that theſe Writings have, in different Ages, 
been in the Poſſeſſion of People whoſe Sen- 


timents and Intereſts were diametrically op- 
poſite, who have hated each other with the 


moſt inveterate Hatred, and deſtroyed every 


Thing in their reſpective Powers that might 
make for their Adverſaries. I ſay, under 
theſe Diſadvantages it cannot, with any. Co- 


Jour be ſaid, that they have ſuffered no more 
than other indifferent Hiſtories, about which 
there have been no Conteſts, and which it 
has been the Intereſt and Inchnation of every 


Age 


1311 
Age to preſerve as entire and uncorrupt as 
poſſible. If therefore Credit be given to thoſe 
Facts herein related, which are in their own 
Nature probable, is not this the utmoſt that 

we are likely to obtain of our new Converts 
by mere Dint of Reaſoning, without ſuper- 
natural Means? For (as above) ſuch Facts as 


ate improbable, and of an extraordinary Na- 


ture, they will demand a Proof of as extraor- 
dinary. For ſuch Facts would not be gene- 
rally believed, tho' related in Hiſtories leſs 
conteſted or corrupted, than theſe are eon- 
fleſſed to be; for Example, if in the Hiſto- 
ries of the Lives of Alexander or Julius Ceſar, 


tit was confidently aſſerted, that either of them 


\ flew in the Air, or did any Thing ele ſu- 


2 pernatural or miraculous, - theſe would not be 


believed; tho' at the ſame Time it is not 
doubted, that the one _ overcame Darius and 
| Parus, and the other Pompey, & c. The plain 
Reaſon is, that human Teſtimony uncontra- 
dicted, is a ſufficient Foundation for credit. 
er ſuch * but not e, ones. 


FR is ſaid, that theſe * wes as un- 
doubted Marks of eee as any others; 


* 


| 32 1 OS ets 
_ . yet our Heathen may think there is Room 
' [| 1 mY _to- queſtion that, for the Reaſons alledged 
mw above. But ſuppoſing it were granted, what 
is to be inferred from the Conceſſion? Why, 
he will ſay, mn — be dere as 
ſuch auler i C | ARYA 
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; {ond ea . ee Hi- 
N ſtorians, who are juſtly eſteemed and be- 
lie ved, where they relate natural and probable 
Events, having related (together with theſe) 
N extraordinary Prodigies and ſupernatural E—-— 


| vents; ſenſible and judicious Readers. are 
| ds! in e the latter. 


— — 

4 . 

N—ü—ü—jͤ ——— — . 
— —R- 2 tes 


1 REIN, s. 
— oo eny wy 
— , 


+ 
LESS af 2211 


ry 


—— 998 


. = * is not the Ae that is [difoated | 
= ; in theſe laſt mentioned Writings, but it is the 
extraordinary Nature of certain Facts that is 
thought by every body ſufficient Reaſon for 
diſdelieving them, while others in the ſame 
Books are credited without Heſitation.— All 
| who believe that Julius Cæſar was, killed by 
Brutus and his Aﬀociates, de not believe the 
Omens preceding and attending that n 
tho both related oy the fame Hiſtorians. 
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Manxinp have always reſerved to them- 


| ſelves the Liberty of reaſonable Beings, in 
receiving or rejecting according to Evidence, 
and have expected and required Evidence of 


a Nature (or in à Proportion) ſuitable to the 


Things propoſed to them for their Belief, ex- 


cept where Edueation or N ot Nd 


e influence. 


| ro 1 
41 


en Man in the World would think 


n tight to act on the above Principles, in exa- 


mining any Religion but his own, by which 
Means all Religiots may come to be ſo exa- 


mined, and ours (among the reſt) I ſuppoſe 


dan conſiſtentiy object to; and this is one 


las ſometimes been, by thoſe profeſſing others. 
And muſt and will, by all to whom it may at 


any Time be propoſed, which no Proteſtant 


Doubts feſol ved, and Difficulties removed, 


not only Sceptics and Infidels may be ſilenc'd, 


our Religion to Pagans and Idolaters, elſe we 


1 
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but rational Means eſtabliſhed of propoſing a 
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(34) 
are not likely to have much better Succeſs 
than 'the Mee in . 
[i 
. en is ce Pages in Dr. 154. 
Wetor $ Introductory Diſcourſe, p. 49. where 
{peaking of Cranmer and Ridley, Two Fa- 
e thers of the Proteſtant Church (ſays he) as 
truly venetable as Chriſtianity perhaps has 
eto boaſt of, ſince the Times of the Apaſtles; 
hen theſe were brought out of their Pri- 
tt ſons on Pretence of holding public Diſputa- 
*< tions, Cc. and when they had ſolidly evinced 
the Truth of, their Doctrines, and baffled all 
the Sophiſtry of their Opponents, by the 
* clear and unanſwerable Teſtimonies of the 
<. Scriptures, it grieves us after all, to ſee 
them labeuring and gravelled at a Paſſage 
++ of Chryſotom, or Ambroſe, or Hilary, &c. and 
giving their Adverſaries an Occaſion of 
Triumph, by fubmitting to an Authority 
* which was nothing to the Purpoſe, and 
x « which. in thoſe unhappy Circumſtances, 
they were neither at liberty to reject, nor 
0 yet able to reconcile to their Cauſe,” . 


« ä 4 7 * »# 4 
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1 bo not | debut Gin this is a pant) | 
Caſe ; but if theſe good Biſhops had not ſub- 
| mitted to the Authority of thoſe Fathers, they 

had not been fo gravelled, nor had given 

ſuch Occaſion of Triumph to their Adverſa- 

ries. So in like manner, if nothing more was 
_ contended for, and inſiſted on by Proteſtants, 
than can be fairly maintained by their pro- 


feſſed Principles, they would find it much eafier 


to baffle their Adverſaries, and to . their | 
Ground * all ä He 
ty ** . TY Abele in its Ree 
per Place, that ſeveral Paſſages of the Old Te- 
ſtament, referred to as Prophecies of the 
Meſfias, by the Writers of the New, would 
alſo (in the Courſe of Evidence) be exa- 
mined; and if theſe ſhould not appear to 
anſwer the Purpoſe for which they are cited, 
then the Citations would ſeem rather to diſ- 
eredit the Writers who make them, As for 


__- Inſtance, Ads lil. 22, 23, Sc. For Moſes 
truly ſaid unto your Fathers, A Prophet ſhall 


the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, of your 
| Brethren, like unto me, bim ſhell ye hear in all 
ED | 
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the Peoples yea, and all the Prophets from Samuel 
(and thoſe that follum after) have likewiſe fore- 
told. of theſe Days. Ch. vii. 37. This it that 


re —— —„—„—ẽ— ere. 
= 25% * 
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Things whatſoever be ſhall ſay unto you. And it 


all come to paſs, that every Soul who will not 


bear that Prophet ſhall be deſtroyed from among 


Moſes-which ſaid unto the Children of Iſrael, & 


Prophet ſhall the Lord, & c. Theſe are ſup- 


poſed to mean that Jaſus was that Prophet 


foretold or promiſed by Moſes; but ſurely it 
would-be very difficult to make new unpre· 


judiced People perceive this, who would cer- 


think of Jeſus Chrif, as the Prophet like un- 


to. Moſes,” (and ſtill the leſs on account of the 
great Diſparity of their Perſonages, the one 


vine Perſon) eſpecially on reading the Paſ- 


ſage referred to with Attention; there it ap- 


pears that Moſes was juſt going to leave them 


leſt they ſhould now deſpair as deſtitute of a 


Conductor, he aſſures them chat h * 
maiſe * &c. in His: Sende 


0s) 


. 
A 


Dies XXXiV. . ym 8 Was full of. 
the Spirit of Wiſdom; for Moſes bad laid bis 
Hands tapon him, and the Children F Iſrael 
bearkened. unto him, and did as the Lord com- 


mandel Moſes. 10. Aud there aroſe not @ Pro- 


phet fince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, __— * 
Lord knew Face to Face. | ae 


|Jowi, & 1. Now r . Death of Moſes, 


7 it came to paſs that the Lord ſpake unto Joſhua, * 


 Moſes' Miniſter, ſaying, —Moſes my Servant is 
dtad; now therefore go over this Jordan, thou 
and all this People, unto the Land which I give 
ta them, even to the" Children of Iſrael. —5.. 
: There ſball not amy Man be able to tand befere 
thee. all tb Days of thy Life : As I was with 
Moſes, ſo will I be with thee, I will not fail. 
thee nor forſake tbee.—16. Aud they "anſwered. = 
Joſhua, ſaying, All that thou commandeſt us we - 


mull do, and whitherſorver thou ſendeſt us we will 


20.—17. According as we hearkened unto Moſes 
in all Things, ſo will oe hearken unto Ibee, only. 
_#e Lord thy God be with thee as be was with' .. 

Moſes.—1 ;. Whoſoever be be that doth rebel 
a my thy Commandment, and will not beaken” 
93 unto 
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[38] 
unto thy Words, in all that thou NE 1 0 
| ec ati_ Po 


1 


14. In" that Day the Lord magnified Joſhua 


in the Sight of all Iſrael, and they feared him as 
7 ** TOs * all the * 7 bis Li * | 


ha x. 12, 13. Then ſpake a unto the 
* and be ſaid in the Sight of all Iſrael, 
Fun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, Sc. Aud 
ide Sun flood ftill—So the Sun flood ſtill in the 
Midſt of Heaven, and baſted not to go down 
— a whole Day.—14. And there was 'no 

Day like that before it, or after it, that the 

Tord bearkened unto the Voice of a Man. 


 Acaln, 


1 Cal iii. 7. nd the Lord Py unto hn 
this Day will I begin to magnify thee in the Sight 
of all Urael, that they may know that as I1pas + 
with Moſes, /o I will be with tbee.— 9. Come 
bitber, and bear the Word of the Lord, 8c. 


f. 


* val ow either Peter and Stephen did not apply 
this Propheſy to Jeſus Chriſt, or elſe it would 
Feem. to undiſciplined Readers, that they were 


' þ 99. 1 


Adam, Matt. ii. 14, 15. He took the young 
Child and bis Mother by Night, and departed i in- 
0 Egypt, that it might be fuifilled which Was 
ſpoken of the Lord by the Prophet, —Out A * 

e e 3 


FOG xi. 1. iber Iſrael was a 4 Child; 13 
| 7 loved bim, and called my Son out of Egypt. 4 
3. T taught Ephraim alſo to go, taking them by 
. their Arms. 4. I drew them'with the Cards of 
4 Man, &c. 5. He ſhall not return into tbe 
Land of Egypt, but the Aﬀyvian hall be big yo 
King. 7. My People are bent to Sack. ſiding 
From ne. 8. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
- How W . aer thee, Irrel, Sc. 2 


5 


Cn. xii, 9. 1 that a am the Lord iy Ged fon , 
8 Egypt. 


"Wig 3. By a Prophet the Lord brought Iſrael out 
of Egypt, and by a Prophet a was be e preſerved. . 


Wu it not be PI RY that by muy Son 
is meant Iſrael, (i. e.) the Children of Tract? 
: And does not the Occaſion, with all its Cir- 


D 4 cumſtances 
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come to know Good and Evil, the Land that thou 
abborreſt Gal be forſaken of both her Kings, viz. 


40 


| cumſtances, deem to indicate that Ade is 
an Expoſtulation with the [7aelites ? c. And 
vill this be thought to have * _ of: Re- 
ference to * A K in ks eee 


1 it is dad, Matt, 7 22. ee 


this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 


was ſpoken of the Lord by-the Prophet ſching. 


Behold a Virgin. ſhall be. with Child; and ai 
_ bring forth a Sou, &c. and they ſacl: call his 
Name Immanuel. 1a. vii. 14, to 16. 


W A* D 


N Prophet . to then of aChild to 


be born as a Sign to him and his. Family, 5 


and (aus the Prophet) Before this Child ſhall 


Rezin and. Pekah.—It is alſo ſaid by the Pro- 
+ Þhet, Ch. viii. I went in unto the Propheteſs, and 
4. conceived and bare a Son. Then ſaid the Lord 


16 me, call bis Name Maher- -ſhalal-haſhbaz, for A 
8 before the Child ſhall bave Knowledge to ſay my 
Father and my Mother, "the Riches of Damaſcus, 


and the Spoil of Samaria ſoall be taken away: be- 


| fore the King of Aſſyria. For it is there ſaid, that 


Dameſcus is 7ht ' Head 1 Syria, and that Rezin 
is 


8 
1 
0 % 
4 Y 4 a 
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is the” Head of Damaſcus, and the Head oi : 
NN one 83 . 
3; 1 Ae ne te ufo: r elf dn il 

Tun Word in the Original, trunllated Vir 
gin, ſignifying à young Woman, married or 
unmarried, not neceſſarily à Virgin, as the 
Learned ſay.In the Margin it is remarked, 
that chis came to paſs in the fourth Vear of 
baz Now it will be aſl'd, how'a Child 
1 ſeveral” dundiet TW "Roar: could! db 


i 55 . we is all EM 
been ſaying to you, Gentlemen, to- Wem 
this Letter is addreſs'd ? and particularly to 
your Performances?» I anſwer, my Deſign is 
not to undertake” the Confutation of your” Ar! 
guments, but is in general the ſarne you pra 
feſs, viz. to ſearch after Truth, and then 
propoſe the Effects of my Enquiries to (you 
and) the Publick; and your Learning, Inge- 
nuity, and Candour, encourage me to take 
this Liberty (tho* I am not known to either 
of you, or to the Author, the former of you 
referrs to as the Occaſion of his Writing) in 


Hopes my Miſtakes or inconcluſive Reaſon- 
7 ing 


4 
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ing may be ſhewn, either by you, or any 
which you have wrote :—But if any on the 


like 


7 
% 


with the 


Others 
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Contrary Mall think proper to take Advan- 


1 


F 


(never intended in the ſame View) or other 


vantage of the Want of Method, Inaccu- 
curacy of Expreſſion, ſeeming R 


ece, and 


irregular P 


FW. 
% 


treat it only with Ridicule or Railing; I ſhall 
deſpiſe ſapplication of their L g anc 
t, as nothing to the Purpoſe, and the more, 


W 


but ſhall pay all ima- 


 ginable Deference to fair and candid Reaſoning. 
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as I pretend not to either, nor have Leiſure 


il theſe were not wanting) to methodize and 


in the Spirit of Bi 


_ defvilethe 
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T PON — the ſetegoies Sheets, a 
pamphlet was juſt publiſhed, entitled, 
1 Four n concerning the Miracles ſaid to baue 
been wrought in the firſt Ages of the Church,&c. 
addreſſed to the learned World, Now though 1 
pretend not to be one of thoſe to whom it 
is peculiarly addreſſed, nevertheleſs I cannot 


chink myſelf wholly unconcerned in the Sb. 
jet of it. 


WI Exil Chriſtians call the Engliſh 
Bible a divine Revelation; and if it is not, 
what have, we to depend; upon ? If the Ori- 

N ginal was ſuch, the Tranſlation in our, and 


in every Language, muſt be preſumed to be | | 


| ſuch ; for whoever ſuppoſes the Original to 
be wrote by Inſpiration, or under the Influ - 
ence and Direction of the Spirit of God, 
muſt alſo ſuppoſe the ſame, or ſomething equi- 
valent of all the Fan, or elſe that 


ED 5 God 


God having once given a Revelation of his 
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| People i ina certain ( Coun 


n 
* ; 


in etl Langue, and declared it to be de- 


ſign ' d for all the World, yet after thisfirſt Pro- 


mulgation, wholly diſregarded all other Ages 


and Nations; and abandoned thein to the 


Nr A unlearned, ignorant, intereſted, or 
Caſe ?: If ; a | Man canyot be ſaved without be- 
ing 3 Chriſtian, can he not be a Chriſtian 


s. But can this be the 


neither without underſtanding Greek ? Surely: 


if the New Teſtament be a divine Revelation, 
and intended by God Almighty for the whole 
World ; Providence is as much concerned to. 


2 it in Tranſlations as in the Origi- 
I it hould' be ſaid, that this Objection | 
= ſtill go lower, and that thoſe who were 
ſo ilkterate as not | to be able to read, know 
no more by an Engli e than by a Greet Bible. 
This would be granted, if it were not that 
theſe find every one reads to them, the ſame 


Things, and even the fame Words, which 1 
rey ray hear alfo every Sunday at Church for 


without Variation, Rc. Whereas the 
earned are few in compariſon; and they dif- 
Kr in the r of . Paſſages of 


Con- 
i | F % 


of 
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Conſequence, and that even affect Orthoddxy," 

and the Unlearned can never know, who is 

right; for beſides the Integrity and Impartia- 
lity of an Interpreter, his critical Learning 

muſt alſo be depended upon, of which he [the 
'Unlearned}-can'be no Judge dt all. 


Tur Goſpel is to be preached in, or to alt 
the World. But what Goſpel ? ſurely this ſame 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, elſe che Prediction is 
not true z and if the ſame, then Providence. | 
is concerned about the Means a5 well as the 
Thing. And we may reſt aſſured that we 

have it, as it was intended we ſhould receive 


5 it; and ſo will the Inhabitants of any oth ther 


Country, when they receive it: Not that any 
People are to ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed 
on without Caution or Examination; but this 
I am ſure of, that nothing more of this Na - 
ture n Wegen than is in their Power. 
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Tan Fel pig. e e e 
« 1 took che Greet into my Hands, I imaging 
it muſt have been in that Language literally 
* twsE's ma rior T2 100 ja, as in our oN tom 
to iht daß Hee... Had this been the 
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1 there could have been no Reply z- but 
* without Diſpute, the Power of working Mira- 
cles in the Chriſtian Church, muſt have been 


*allowad to ſubliſt to the End of the World. i 


i the Way, Ids Ae unde and the 
Greek, but tranſcribe the Characters 8 


TOW" * in this * 


uE Criticiſms gives men on che Authors 8 


Account, whom I ſuppoſe to be a learned 
Man, and who ſeems to have embarraſſed 
| himſelf with the Difficulty he has rais' d; for 
in the above Paſſage, he ſays, Without 
4 Diſpute the Power of working Miracles in 
6 the ChriſtianChurch, muſt havebeen allow- 
© ed to ſubſiſt to the End of the World, if the 


« Word in the Original had been 18 u. 


Which he imagined it was before he took the 


Greek into his Hand, Why then (by his own 


Confeſſion) it was no Matter of Diſpute with 
bim but that the Power of working Miracles 


did (in this Age) actually ſubſiſt, and muſt to 5 
the End of the World. Nom with this Per- 
ſwaſion how he cou'd be a Proteſtant I da 
not underſtand ; notwithſtanding he ſays, p. B. 
9 eee * Among 


55 latter, becauſe I cannot conceive leſs to have 
deen meant by our Saviour, eſpecially as there 


i (47 ] 

* Among ourſelves of the Reformation, there 
4 ig no diſputing it 2 that Miracles are 
« ceaſed} but if he had been till then a C- 

tholick, and the Words 285 eiovos, which he 
tranſlates io the Conſummation of the Age, brought 
him over to Proteſtantiſm, he would ſeem con- 
_ and there would be 1 to object. | 


Bor if theſe Words will 5 of our Verſion 
10 the End of the World, 1 am for retaining this 


ſeems to be as much Need of divine 


and ſupernatural Aids at preſent as then 3 5 


and this is what all Chriſtians as well Pro- 

teſtants as Papiſts avow. Do they not all Pre- 

tend to the Influence of the holy Spirit in 

1 Praying, Preaching, and every other Chriſtian 
Duty? and (where it becomes neceſſary) ſure- 
ly they might depend upon having other ſu- 
pernatural Aſſiſtance, even the Power of work- 
ing Miracles, for the Conviction and Conver- 


ſion of Heathens; becauſe the ſame Reaſons for Wk 


| Miracles wound in fuch Cafe ſubliſt,; as At firſt. 
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